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ABSTRACT

In the last fifteen years, Italy has witnessed aurishing debate on animal studies and eco-
criticism, primarily influenced by the work of Delee, Lévinas, Horkheimer, Derrida, Agamben and
Singer. The most recent and poignant developmemts been: Roberto Marchesini’s establishment of
the new field of zooanthropology; groundbreakin@plmations on post-humanism and animal studies by
young scholars such as Paolo Caruso, Paola Caydlisa De Luigi, Massimo Filippi, and Eliana
Villalta; and the intense philosophical inquiry speciesism provoked by Leonardo Caffo and Marco
Maurizi, now merging into the ongoing debate on i@y “Asinus Novus” and the journal “Animal
Studies.”

In this paper, | will explore how contemporary iéal poets (e.g. Fernando Bandini, Maurizio
Ferrari, Mario Luzi, Franco Marcoaldi, Paolo Volpgrengage with these issues, focusing particulanly
those works that have the potential to enrich thieopophical debate and help us understand, thrthugh
language of poetry, the shift in human/animal reteghips, the validity of an anthropocentric viefattte
world, the clash between nature and artificialagd the re-consideration of animals in the art$,foio
their aesthetic qualities or as metaphors of thedncondition, but rather as living beings at ddgal
level.
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